RPS Reference Style – Author Self-Check List
Purpose: Please carefully check your references according to the RPS Reference Style before submitting or resubmitting your manuscript. Authors are responsible for the accuracy and completeness of their references.
Information For Authors (references): https://rps.researchcommons.org/journal/authorinfo.html#references
	No.
	Item
	RPS requirement
	Example

	1
	In-text citation format
	References should be cited using superscripted numbers.
	Stroke is a major cause of disability.^1

	2
	Citation position
	Reference numbers should be placed after punctuation.
	Correct: ...disability.^1

	3
	Order of citation
	Reference numbers should follow the order of first appearance in the text.
	First new reference → 1; second new reference → 2; third new reference → 3.

	4
	Multiple references
	Multiple references should be indicated using the corresponding superscript numbers.
	...previous studies.^1,2

	5
	Reference list order
	References should be listed in numerical order according to first appearance, not alphabetical order.
	1. Smith AB...  2. Wang EF...  3. Lee IJ...

	6
	Text–reference consistency
	Every reference in the reference list should be cited in the main text.
	If ^1 appears in the text, Reference 1 should be present.

	7
	Authors ≤6
	List all authors when there are 6 or fewer authors.
	Smith AB, Jones CD, Wang EF, Lee GH, Chen IJ, Lin KL.

	8
	Authors >6
	List the first 6 authors followed by et al.
	Smith AB, Jones CD, Wang EF, Lee GH, Chen IJ, Lin KL, et al.

	9
	Journal article format
	Use: Author(s). Article title. Journal abbreviation Year;Volume(Issue):Pages.
	Smith AB, Jones CD. Stroke rehabilitation. Stroke 2020;51(2):123-9.

	10
	Journal name
	Use the MEDLINE journal abbreviation.
	Use the official MEDLINE abbreviation rather than an author-created abbreviation.

	11
	Year, volume, issue
	Verify the year, volume, and issue against the original publication.
	2020;51(2):123-9

	12
	Page range
	Use the RPS page-range format.
	Correct: 123-9. Avoid: 123—9.

	13
	Article number / e-location
	For journals using article numbers, retain the original article number.
	Medicine 2017;96(21):e6387.

	14
	DOI
	Check that the DOI is complete, accurate, and corresponds to the cited article.
	https://doi.org/10.1001/jamapediatrics.2017.5323

	15
	DOI duplication
	Do not duplicate the same DOI because of hyperlink or conversion errors.
	The DOI should appear only once.

	16
	Website
	Include author/organization, title, website information, URL, and access date as applicable.
	World Health Organization. Title. Available from: https://... Accessed August 7, 2026.

	17
	Book
	Include author(s), book title, edition, place of publication, publisher, year, and pages when applicable.
	Portney L, Watkins M. Foundations of clinical research. 3rd ed. Philadelphia: Saunders; 2009.

	18
	Book chapter
	Include chapter author, chapter title, In:, editor, book title, edition, place, publisher, year, and pages.
	Greaves M. Blood and bone marrow. In: Underwood JCE, editor. General and systematic pathology. 4th ed. London: Churchill Livingstone; 2004.

	19
	Supplement
	Format supplements according to the RPS style.
	J Cardiovasc Pharmacol 1998;32(Suppl 3):S78-80.

	20
	Non-English article
	For a non-English article with an English abstract, provide the language information as required by RPS.
	[In Chinese, English abstract]

	21
	Personal communication
	Personal communications should not be included in the Reference list.
	Do not create a reference such as: Chen WS. Personal communication...

	22
	Unpublished observations
	Unpublished observations should not be included in the Reference list.
	Do not create a reference such as: Smith AB. Unpublished observation...

	23
	Abstract only
	Do not use an abstract without a full manuscript as a standard reference. Verify whether a full publication is available.
	Check for the final published article whenever possible.

	24
	Data reference
	For datasets, provide author(s), dataset title, repository, version (if applicable), year, and persistent identifier as required by RPS.
	[dataset] Smith AB. Stroke rehabilitation dataset. Zenodo. 2025. https://doi.org/...

	25
	Preprint
	Clearly identify preprints and provide the preprint DOI. If a peer-reviewed version has been published, cite the final publication instead.
	Smith AB. Title. medRxiv. 2025. Preprint. https://doi.org/...

	26
	Reference management software
	Remove field codes from EndNote, Mendeley, Zotero, or other reference-management software before submission.
	References should appear as ordinary text without active field codes.

	27
	Character/encoding check
	Check author names, accents, special characters, and symbols for encoding or conversion errors.
	Correct: Hernández J. Avoid corrupted text such as: Hernandez � J.

	28
	Reference completeness
	Verify author names, title, journal, year, volume, issue, pages/article number, and DOI for every reference.
	Cross-check each reference with PubMed, the journal website, or the DOI record.



Author Self-Check Before Submission
☐ I have checked that all references cited in the main text are included in the Reference list.
☐ I have checked that all references in the Reference list are cited in the main text.
☐ I have checked that reference numbers follow the order of first appearance in the text.
☐ I have checked the author names and number of authors for each reference.
☐ I have checked journal names and their MEDLINE abbreviations.
☐ I have checked the year, volume, issue, page range/article number, and DOI for each reference.
☐ I have checked that page ranges use the correct format (e.g., 361-7).
☐ I have checked that there are no encoding errors or corrupted characters in the references.
☐ I have checked that DOI links are complete and are not duplicated.
☐ I have removed all reference-management software field codes before submission.
Important: Authors are responsible for the accuracy and completeness of their references. Please verify bibliographic information against reliable sources such as PubMed, the journal website, or the DOI record before submission.
