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The Study of Post-Polio Syndrome in Tao-Yuan Area

Yau-Wai Wai, Wai-Keung Lee, Ying-Po Hsu, Tsai-Ching Yip

Department of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, Tao-Yuan General Hospital,
Department of Health, Executive Yuan, Taoyuan.

This study aims to investigate the disease process, living environment, physical condition, and
current problems of the patients with poliomyelitis in Tao-yuan area. Through a total 151 responses
and 55 patients coming to the hospital for follow up, a data base was established to determine the
impacts of the direct and indirect factors, including social environment, poor medical resources and
lack of public health education. Unfortunately, the number of patients who showed up for further
check up is unsatisfactory in schedule due to lack of convenient transportation. However, the data
collection of this study would be sufficient for long term follow ups and investigations to find out whether
poliomyelitis patients in Taiwan differed from patients in other countries by comparing their
environments and public health service delivery modes. The data base can also help us to
understand patients’ needs so that we can draw up appropriate medical health policies and promote
patients’ quality of life. ( J Rehab Med Assoc ROC 2001; 29(3): 115-121)

Key words: poliomyelitis, postpolio syndrome, activities of daily living, quality of life
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