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Hong-Li Lee,  Liu-Ing Bih,1  Hua Ting,1   Shih-Chung Chang,  Li-Chen Tung 

Department of Rehabilitation Medicine, Taichung Rehabilitation Hospital, Taichung; 
1 School of Medicine, Chung Shan Medical and Dental College, Taichung. 

    This retrospective study explores the physical and emotional barriers faced by individuals with 

spinal cord dysfuntion when returning to school. All subjects lived in central Taiwan. The 

questionnaires of 20 cases were successfully completed. The ages of them at the time of the disorder 

ranged from 0 to 20 years (mean of 10.9 years). Regarding the education level, 7 of 20 were 

graduated from or remained in university or college, 8 in high school, 3 in junior high school, and 2 in 

kindergarten. More than half (52%) stated the architectural barrier, most commonly mentioned, was 

lack of the elevator to all floors. 63 percent of them described changes in their roles of students. Our 

conclusion is that the ways to find out all school-aged students with spinal cord dysfunction and also to 

enable them to return to school successfully were transdisciplinary integration of medicine, education 

and social affair. ( J Rehab Med Assoc ROC 2001; 29(2): 99 - 105 ) 
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