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The Study on Cognitive Function in  
Stroke Patients 
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    Mini-Mental State Examination (MMSE) is a simple and effective bed-side screening test for 

cognitive function. Cognitive defect is frequently encountered clinically in stroke patients , but several 

sophisticated cognitive function tests are not proper for them. MMSE is used as a tool to investigate 

the correlation between cognitive function and the severity of brain damage of the stroke patient. A 

total of 65 patients, who had developed hemiplegia, hemiparesis or cerebellar dysfunction as a result 

of cerebral vascular disease, were collected in this study. All patients had received MMSE, motor 

status examination of affected limbs , and brain CT within 3 weeks after stroke; in addition , the 

educational level, age, sex, and previous stroke history of these patients were recorded in detail. The 

cutting point of MMSE was 26/27. 57% of these stroke patients and 63-73% of the elderly stroke 

patients were considered to have cognitive impairment in this sudy. The MMSE scores of the stroke 

patients were statistically significantly correlated with patients’ brain atrophy, educational level and 

age. ( J Rehab Med Assoc ROC 1997; 25(1): 81-90) 

Key words: mini-mental state examination(MMSE), stroke. 
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