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Study on disease classification of rehabilitation patients in eight
hospitals at northern and western Taiwan

Ru-Lan Hsieh*, -Nan Lein, Lin-Fan Hsieh?, Yau-Wai Wai?, Mei-Hue Hsu?, Yueh-Jin Chou?,
Shih-Ching Chen?, Kwang-Hwa Chang®, Long-Yang Chu?, Wen-Chung Lee®

In order to obtain the information of disease classification of rehabilitation patients, we conducted disease
recording at eight different hospitals in north and east parts of Taiwan for one year. Musculoskeletal disorder
was the most common disease which accounts for more than half of total patients (51%) and it was also the most
common disease in outpatients, whereas cerebral vascular disease was the most common disease in inpatients.
Traumatic brain injury, spinal cord injury, cardiac disease and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease were also
common in inpatients. In our study, cancer accounts for only 1% of total patients. As regards to the disease
classification in different age group, degenerative diseases, such as cervical and lumbar spondylosis, spine com-
pression fracture and femoral neck fracture were common in age group above 45, whereas speech disorder and
cerebral palsy were the most common disease in age group below 15.
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