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A COMPARISON OF CLINICAL ASSESSMENTS OF DISEASE ACTIVITY
IN RHEUMATOID ARTHRITIS

Sheau-Ping Helen Pan, Tao-Chang Hsu
Department of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation
Verterans General Hospital, Taipei, R.O.C.

12 clinical assessments and 4 laboratory tests of disease activity, including a newly designed dolori-
meter, have been compared in a group of 42 patients with rheumatoid arthritis seen in 2 disease active
and stable stages within 6 months. ‘Number of painful joints, dolorimetry, distance of fingertip-to-distal
palmar crease, functional score, C-reactive protein, and grasp strength correlate best with other assess-
ments and tests, and are therefore to be the best clinical indices of disease activity.
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