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SURVEY OF SPINAL CORD INJURY IN TAIPEI CITY DURING
1978-1979

Cuue-Fun CHEN and I-Nan LIEN

A survey of .incidence of spinal
cord injury (SCI) was. made in 15
hospitals in Taipei city from Jan. 1978
to Dec. 1979, A total of 196 new SCI

patients were enrolled during the per-.

iod. Among them, 44 cases were resi-
dents of Taipei city, revealing the
annual incidence of SCI in Taipei city
to be 10 per million population. The
other 152 cases were residents of other
parts of the country,. Accordingly, it
is estimated that about 170 persons are
suffering SCI annually in the whole
Taiwan Area, This figure might be
underestimated because some of the
cases who died at the site of accidents
.or on the way to hospital werc ex-
cluded. ,

There were 166 male patients and
30 female patients. The male/female
ratio was 553, This ratio was lower
than that reported in many other coun-
tries, representing that the females in

our society are very active, The average
age of SCI was 37 vears. Nearly one
third of cases were in the age group
between 20 to 29 years.

Among them, 78 cases were victims
of traffic accidents, £8 cases due to
falling from a height, 33 cases were

“struck by a heavy object and a few

cases were victims of sports injury or
stab injury. As a result, 66 cases were
paraplegic, 26 cases paraparetic, 47 cases
quadriparetic and 57 cases guadriplegic.

~ The severity and level of spinal cord

damage were noted to have a very close
relationship with the cause of trauma.

The average days of hospitalization
ranged from 44 days in paraparetics to
100 days in quadriplegics.. The overall

-mortality rate in acute stage was 6.6%;.

The major causes of death were respira-
tory failure and septisemia scconda:y
to urinary tract infection.

(Full text in Chinese: J. Formosan Med. Assoc,, 81; 1144-1151, 1982)
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