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The Re—Do Pharyrgeal Falp
(Case Report)

8. Y. Chao " S.E. Lee

Dental Department of
Department Rehabilitation Medicine

Veterans General Hospital Veterans General Hospital

Summa_ry

The nasal emission, impaired articulation znd hypernasality were often noted from
the cleft palate patients after primary closure.plus pharyngeal flap operation. The cause
was insufficient obturation due to excessive shrinkage of the flap. The following case
showed that the re-do pharyngeal flap operation could provide improvement to the .
speech of such patients, :
A 27-year-old male who had had cleft repaired at the age of 24 ‘was found in severe
nasal emission, impaired articulation and mark hypernasality at our O.P.D.. His palate
was short, scarred, 'and immobile with a long and wide oro-pharyngeal space. A V-Y
push-back plus inferior-based pharyngeal flap procedure was performed. Two weeks
later, the flap shrank to only 0.7 cm wide and the nasal emission was still present. Three
months later, a second pharyngeal flap augmentation was carried out. Through the sound
spectrograms analysis, the speech therapist and the surgeon both agreed that the patient’s

_speech had shown much improvement after the re-do pharyngeal flap operation. There
was no longer any noticeable nasaI emission and hypernasality.
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