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NATIONAL REPORT ON WELFARE
OF THE DISABLED IN
THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA*

Thomas T.M. Chu, D.D 8.

Secretary General, Rehabilitation Medicine Association, ROC

National Secretary, Rehabilitation International

' The beginning of rehabilitation progr-
ams in the Republiec of China, like in many
Western countries,
religious and welfare agencies.

As early as in 1870, a school for blind
children was established in Peiping by
Paster William Moore of England and a train-
\ the blind

ing program for in Tainan, a

southern city in Taiwan, was opened by
Paster William Ganbel, an English presbyst—
In 1887,

founded in Teng Chou in Shangtung

erian. a school for the deaf and
mute was
Province by Mrs. Annette Thompson Mills of
the United States.

. The Nanking Rehabilitation Center was
set up_in 1945 with the assistance of the
World Health Organization for taking care

of war victims. and veterans. The Center

later moved to Taiwan and in 1971 was
incorporated with the Rehabilitatien Center,
Veterans General Hospital,

In 1966, Madame Chiang Kai-shek out of
great concern for orthopedically handicapp-
ed children erippled by polio established
_ the Cheng Hsing Rehabilitation and Medical.
Cenfer in a suburb of Taipei. OSince a new
wing was donated by the U.S5.People's Program
it haé expanded its services to persons up
to 23-year-old and more and more non-pelio
patients are being accepted.

Since then, medical rehabilitation in

was first initiated by .

this country has made a great strides with

many large teaching hespitals—— military,
veterans, missionary, public and private,

offering their own rehabilitation services.
.of China started its

in 1961

The Republic
started education -program
Hy initating a mental health station at a
primary school in Taipei to ‘take care of
children with emotional abnormality. The
first special class for mentally retarded

pupils was opened in Taipei in 1962, a
special class for orthopedically handicap-
ped children was started in Pingtung in
1963 and the integrating program for blind
students in regular schools at the primary
school level was launched in 1966.

At present, there

public schools with 2,018 deaf

are three special
students
and one private school with 79 students;
two special public scheools with 217 blind
school with 95

school with

students and cne private
students; one special public
199 orthopedically handicapped students and
one private schoel with 77 students; and
one special public scheol for 152 mentally
retarded students.

The total number of _speéial classes
has increased to 449 classes -at both prim-
ary and junior high schoels with a total
of 5,986 students. The following is a

breakdown:

*This reprot was prepared to be presonted at the 8th Annual Meeting of Regional

Comittee for Asia and the Pacific, Rehabilitation International, on August 3-5, 1981

" in Macau.



Ptimary School

Description Classes Students
Mentally - 250 2,762
Retarded ©
Orthopedically - 17 391
Handicapped T
Hearing and - . 27 258
Speech Impaired :
Visually, Complete . 62
Impaired Blind
Partial 529
Blind
Totals:” ) 294 4,020
vy ' "' v vy
* Integrated Program only
The governﬁent has. cénducted‘ } the

,selection’ of eutstanding blind and deaf
t sFudents .to enrell inte - universities and
colleges for higher education. A _ total 6f
54 s;udenfs are to be selected this year.,
Social Affairs Debartment of the “Interior
Ministry is responsible for welfafe services
for the mental and physical handicapped and
for coordination between and supervisién
over all government and private organizati-
-ons and grou?s rendering social rehabilita-—
‘ Affairs

Buréaus_and Offices .at provincial and Huni—

“tion services. There are’Social
) éipal levels and their éubdrdinate échelons
" -~ counties and districts.
) .There «are - at ;present more than 50
rehabilitation centers and hemes for the
'6rthopediéa11y'handicapped opéra;ed either
~ by the " government or ghe private voluntary
and missionary sectors. The mumber of these
ofgaﬁizations iﬁ{1972 was 28,7
The privatef voiuntary and missionéry:
" rehabilitation service organizations for
the orthoﬁédically handicapped and mentally
retéfdéd- have also increased f£rom 61 in
1972-to 78 in 1980. )
The ‘ratio of . government-rum and the
private Voluﬂtary and missionary centers
and homes for the .hépdicapped is one to

four. . That means the‘iatter gtill takes a
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Junior High School Total

Clesses  Students Classes Studeats
135 1,587 385 4,349
15 186 32 577

5 64 32 322

25 ' 87

122 , 651

155 1,984 449 5,986
v VVVvY ’ Fatars vy

llion's share in handling the -services.

The these years, many civie organizat
ations work closely with the Rehabilitation
of China,

Medicine Association,. Republic

exerting a great influencé upon improving
public- awareness of the issue and making
These

efforts to up-grade the profession.

include the Natiomal Society

Disabled, the

organizations
for Rehabilitation of the
Special Education Association and others.

" For training social welfare workets,

in addition to the Sociology and Social

Work Departments of six universities conduc-

‘ting regular four-year programs, on-the- °
job training programs have also been carried
out separately. The Chinese government is

also currently férmulating a proféégional
social workers system. At‘the preséht time
maﬁy gfatuates from social departments of
engaged in

universities are - government

. services at various levels.

Special education sections for  the

'training of teachers of. special classes for

mentally retarded, blind, deaf, and orthop-
edically handfcapped ére conducted at vari-
ous normal colleges. - -

The three-year education program is
offered at the ' Provincial College of Educ-
ation inv'Changhwa in -order to prepare

special education teachers in the area of
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deaf ‘and mute, -orth-
The col-

of mental retardation;
opedically handicapped and blind.
lege also cffers short term in-scrvice train-
ing programs in wintér or summer vacations
for those wha work at private and mission-
ary dnstitutes or homes.

The Schools of Medicine of the ﬁational
Taiwan Univarsity and National Yang Mlng
MedlcalfColleoe conduct for—year courses for
both physical and occupational therapists.

In addition, Cheng Hsin Rehabilitation
Médical Center, Veterans Geniyél Hospital
and Changhwa Christian Hospital have conduckh
ted short-term or in-service training
classes for their cwn therapists by enroll-
ing graduates of nursing schools and colle-
ges or -their own staffs. workingrin this
field at varicus hospitals or homes.

Training for speech therapists is also

" taking place at the Veterans General Hospi-
tal in Taipei.

The New Yerk-based Inte;national Pross
thetic and .Orthotic Training Center has set
up a'Braﬁch in the Republic of China and an
international 25-week training course for

prosthetists and orthotists has:been conduc~
ted annually since 1979‘with joint spomsor-.
the

ship of World Rehabilitation Fund of

New York and the Veteians General Hosbital
of the Republic of China.

The Welfare Act for

the Disabled come

into effect on June 2, 1980 and the Ministry

established the Welfare Promot—
for .Children, the Aged and

of Interior
ion Committee
the Handicapped om July 3, 1981,in an effort

to combine together three welfare acts—-

the ether two being the Welfare Act for the l

Children and the Welf@re Act for the Aged,

vhich were promulgated in 1973 and 1977

-respectivaly —— under the national socjal

welfare service system.

A national populationrcensus was cong
ducted on December 28, 1980 with a survey
cf. handicapped presons. The Ministry of

Interior is now working on evaluating and

" identifying cases from the basic information

of the national census. From this procedure
of eﬁaluation and identification, an offi~
cial figure qf the population of handicapped
persons will be obtained.

The government is mapping o@t a long-
term,éri—citizens insurance program, hoping
to incdrporate self-hired 1aboreﬁs.(inciud—
ing businessmen) into the insuraﬁce system
within a period of 10 years. |

Public insurances for.laboréré; mili-
tary éervicemen, government employees have
been carried on for a long time. Other in-

surances were introduced such ad - Students

- afety Insurance and Private School Teachers.

Under planning is comprehensive health
‘insurance program for farmers to benefit
some 5 mllllon farmexrs in ‘the .Republic of
China while a g;mllar insurance Pollcy for
fishermen is. well in‘progresé. Farmers He=-
alth Insurgnce may begin in mid-1983.

At the ‘end of 1979, an estimated 7,670
,000 citizens of the nation's 17.5 million
population were covered by the government's
social security.system._, .

The National-Health Administration is
alsp taking steps to map out a l0-year pfo-
gram to -upgrade the level of medical  and
public health gervices to raise tﬁe living
standard of this country with emphasis pla-
ced on health care, environmental sanitation,
birth control, medical serviees especilally
for women, aged énd .children, -control of
and

The

industrial and environment pollution,
prevention of occupationgl diseases.
health authority has also conducted a con-
genital malformation fégisﬁration and follow-
up program to monitor the incidence of birth
defects and to improve the care of malformed
childern. '

Preparation fo;rthe proﬁulgation of an
Eugenic and Health Act for eliminatien to a
minimum the birth rate of congenital mental
retardates and severély physically héndicap-

ped is also underway at the Natiomal Health



Administration.

:Thé:Education Ministry is drafting a
speciél_education ;aw to strengthen education
for handicapped children and youths.

The Nation sent a Ll4-member deleg-
'ation;—séven-contestants and seven accdmpapy—
ing ﬁeréonéi- taking partl in the Interna-
tional Skill Contest for the Handicapped—-
Abilympics-—held in Tokyo in October 1981.
The Chinese contestants were selected
‘through a
1981.

Three participants from this counﬁry

competition held on June 1,

. were selected by the Japan Council for the
International Year of Disabled Persons to
take part in a three-week long Japan Study
Program for Asian Leaders in Rehabilitation.
It is a most valuable contribution to foster
Asian regibnal cooperation for rehabilitation
man-power development made by Japan in obs-
_ervance of the International Year for Disa-
bled Persons.: )

" For the same purpose, this association
made a survey following the Asian and Paci-
fic Regional Committee's instructions, and

found that serveral schools or otgénizations
in' the Republic of China are interested in
accepting trainees/staff ardd students/part-—
icipants in their courses from other count-
ries within the Asian and Pacific area.

The possibilities are as follows:

Two (2) trainees/staff at graduated P.T. or
0.T. level short—term (22-42 wks) an Na-
tionél Taiwan University, Coliege of
Medicine, School of Rehabilitation with
accommodation provided.

One (1} trainee/staff at Department of Soc-

- iology, College of Law, National Taiwan

Uﬁiversity. ’

Ten (10} students-participants #t the Basic

Certificate Course at Internationpl

Prosthetics and Orthotics Training Cen-

ter, Sponso£ed jointly by the World Re-

habilitation Fund of New York and the

Rehabilitation Cénter, Veterans Genersal
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hospital of Taipei. ~ Appliéatiénsﬁ can
be submitted to the above two organiza-
tions or through this associatiom.

In commemerating the International Year
of Disabled Persons many events ha&e been
in the the Republic of China. Some of the
major ones are as follows: .

- 1. The National Society for Rehabili-

tation of the Disabled of the Republic -of

_China held a gardén party at New Park of

Taipei City on December 25, 1980 to wusher

in the Year. The party was organized and
participated-in by-the disabled young people
themselves to show to the public their tal-
ents and capabilities in organizing such an
event which could compared with those of
‘able-persons. , ' '
* 2. On February 19, 1981, the Post Office

of the Republic of China issued a set of two
stamps .specially fo; this -occasion..

3;.The Third Taiwan Area Handicapped
Athelitic Games and Selffkelience Activities
Progfam was conducted in Taipei ~ City on
April 9-12, with a three—&ay éxhabition of
sﬁecial education materials and programs.
In its ope'ning ceremony, outstanding haml:li—'
capped pefsons and pecple who serve the
handicapped were éwarded.

.4, On May 29-June 2, an International’
Special Education Forum was held at the Na-

tional Normal University and chaired by Dr.

‘Kue Wei-fang, dean of- the University. Many

internationally famous scholars and experts
in the field of épecial education were inv-
ited to take part in the forum.

N 5. The National competition of the in-
dustrial skill contest was held on June 1,
to select seven contestants -- one in each
of the following'seven job catego&ies——lafhe

operation, engineering drawing, tailoring,

'drESSMmaking, watch repairing, TV repairiﬁg

and radio repairing. All these winners
participated in the International Abilym—
pic held in Tokyo in October, this year.

(To Ee.continued on page 71.)
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