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Aphasics Needsand Performancein Functional
Communication

Yu-Chen Liao, Chin-Hsing Tseng

Graduate Institute of Audiology and Speech Therapy, National Kaohsiung Normal University,
Kaohsiung.

The purpose of the study was to find out aphasics'needs for functional communication and their
performance in it. Using a functional communication activities questionnaire as tool, we investigated the
needs and performance on functional communication among 32 stroke patients with aphasia and 60
normal subjects.

The researcher discovers that the importance of needs for functional communication and the
independence of communication performance are significantly different between the two groups.
Furthermore, a significant correlation is found between the importance of needs and the performance
independence in the aphasic group.

Finally, the language impairment level is moderately correlated with the importance of need, and
highly correlated with the performance independence in the aphasic group. ( Tw J Phys Med Rehabil
2008; 36(2): 75 - 87)

Key words: aphasia, aphasic, needs for functional communication, performance in functional
communication
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