
Rehabilitation Practice and Science Rehabilitation Practice and Science 

Volume 32 
Issue 4 Taiwan Journal of Physical Medicine 
and Rehabilitation (TJPMR) 

Article 5 

12-31-2004 

Lumbar Pathological Fracture Due to Salmonella Osteomyelitis Lumbar Pathological Fracture Due to Salmonella Osteomyelitis 

Mimics Compression Fracture Mimics Compression Fracture 

Ming-Fong Tsai 

Zong-Jing Wang 

I-Chiun Lu 

Chi-Hung Chiu 

Follow this and additional works at: https://rps.researchcommons.org/journal 

 Part of the Rehabilitation and Therapy Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Tsai, Ming-Fong; Wang, Zong-Jing; Lu, I-Chiun; and Chiu, Chi-Hung (2004) "Lumbar Pathological Fracture 
Due to Salmonella Osteomyelitis Mimics Compression Fracture," Rehabilitation Practice and Science: Vol. 
32: Iss. 4, Article 5. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.6315/2004.32(4)05 
Available at: https://rps.researchcommons.org/journal/vol32/iss4/5 

This Case Report is brought to you for free and open access by Rehabilitation Practice and Science. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in Rehabilitation Practice and Science by an authorized editor of Rehabilitation Practice and 
Science. For more information, please contact twpmrscore@gmail.com. 

https://rps.researchcommons.org/journal
https://rps.researchcommons.org/journal/vol32
https://rps.researchcommons.org/journal/vol32/iss4
https://rps.researchcommons.org/journal/vol32/iss4
https://rps.researchcommons.org/journal/vol32/iss4/5
https://rps.researchcommons.org/journal?utm_source=rps.researchcommons.org%2Fjournal%2Fvol32%2Fiss4%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/749?utm_source=rps.researchcommons.org%2Fjournal%2Fvol32%2Fiss4%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://doi.org/10.6315/2004.32(4)05
https://rps.researchcommons.org/journal/vol32/iss4/5?utm_source=rps.researchcommons.org%2Fjournal%2Fvol32%2Fiss4%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:twpmrscore@gmail.com


���

������ ��	
������� ����	��� ��� 	� ����������

��	�������	�� ������ ����������� ����	���

Ming-Fong Tsai,  Zong-Jing Wang,  I-Chiun Lu,  Chi-Hung Chiu 

Department of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation, Taipei Municipal Yang-Ming Hospital, Taipei. 

    We describe a patient with Salmonella vertebral osteomyelitis who presented with severe low back 

pain. An initial diagnosis of compression fracture was based on clinical symptoms and signs, as well as 

imaging studies. During hospitalization, the patient developed a fever. A repeat MRI, positive blood cul-

tures, and abscess culture results obtained during an operative procedure confirmed the diagnosis of 

Salmonella vertebral osteomyelitis. Salmonella vertebral osteomyelitis is rare, and its clinical presenta-

tion may mimic other common diseases such as compression fracture. This case illustration suggests 

that in patients with rapidly progressive low back pain, fever, and poor response to treatment, vertebral 

osteomyelitis should be considered. Surgical debridement with appropriate antibiotics provided an ex-

cellent outcome. ( Tw J Phys Med Rehabil 2004; 32(4): 203 - 208 ) 
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