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    We describe a patient with Salmonella vertebral osteomyelitis who presented with severe low back 

pain. An initial diagnosis of compression fracture was based on clinical symptoms and signs, as well as 

imaging studies. During hospitalization, the patient developed a fever. A repeat MRI, positive blood cul-

tures, and abscess culture results obtained during an operative procedure confirmed the diagnosis of 

Salmonella vertebral osteomyelitis. Salmonella vertebral osteomyelitis is rare, and its clinical presenta-

tion may mimic other common diseases such as compression fracture. This case illustration suggests 

that in patients with rapidly progressive low back pain, fever, and poor response to treatment, vertebral 

osteomyelitis should be considered. Surgical debridement with appropriate antibiotics provided an ex-

cellent outcome. ( Tw J Phys Med Rehabil 2004; 32(4): 203 - 208 ) 
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